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Notes from the President

 September 25, 2009 
Inspection Trips Open
The following inspection trips are available right now.  Please check your calendars and see if you can make it on any of these trips.  

Habitat Flats (www.habitatflats.com) 
4 Spots – Missouri Waterfowl Mayhem
Join the guys of Habitat Flats for a Missouri waterfowl adventure.  From the intensive management strategy implemented, to the ability to keep water open when things are freezing...they cut no corners or expense in providing the hunt of a life time! Stretch your feet out in front of the fireplace and relive the day’s memories in their new lodge.  This trip offers not only world class hunting, but a relaxing and unforgettable experience!  Plan to arrive Nov. 2nd, hunt 3rd-5th, and depart after hunting on the 5th.  The hunt will consist primarily of summer ducks (pintails, gadwalls, teal, woodducks, wigeon, etc) with some mallards.  The cost for this amazing trip is only $1,250.  Licenses and stamps are not included in the trip price and can be purchased online prior to the hunt.


Archery Outfitters (www.aarcheryoutfitters.com) 
3 Spots – Washington Deer & Elk Venture

 Want that monster northern whitetail without having to leave the states along with a bonus Rocky Mountain elk?  This hunt is an all-inclusive, late-season archery venture in northeastern Washington bordering British Columbia and Idaho on the Colville National Forest.  This is the only outfitter allowed to hunt this area.  Plan to arrive at camp Nov. 9th, hunt the 10th – 15th and then depart the 16th.  Accommodations and meals included at private, 3-room ranch house.  The cost for this amazing combo is $1,350 per person plus a non-resident license, which can be purchased over the counter or online for $672.  An additional $1,000 elk trophy fee will apply only if an elk is taken.
Swan Hunting (www.swanhunting.com) 
3 Spots Open – Tundra Swan Explosion

Unique swan hunt inspection trip with Tracy Blake in North Carolina.  North Carolina is the wintering grounds for thousands of swans.  Hunting will take place in large fields, flooded impoundments, and open water. The dates are set for Nov 23-24th, 2009 – arrive Nov. 23rd, overnight and hunt the 24th.  Hunt includes guide, transportation during hunt, food and lodging.  Additional costs are tips, license and permits.  License is $40 and permit is $10.  You can take additional hunters if you want to bring clients.  They can handle up to twelve at a time.  The cost is $250 per hunter!

 
Rancho Ala Blanca (www.ranchoalablanca.com) 
6 Spots –  Quail and Duck Spicy Mexican Combo

Exclusive quail and duck combo inspection trip in Mexico.  After arriving in McAllen, TX, hunters will be transported to the lodge by the outfitter, enjoy their stay hunting and relaxing, then be transferred back to the airport in Texas.  The hunt will include transportation, lodging, meals, drinks, gun rental and license.  The phenomenal bobwhite quail hunts are conducted either in modern, Texas-style rigs or on foot along fencerows, over cut grain fields or open range with access to more than 70,000 acres of prime quail habitat.  The spectacular duck hunting, both in the renowned coastal saltwater marshes near the Gulf of Mexico and on the inland marshes and ponds offer liberal bag limits and include several duck species.  The cost for this enticing trip is $1,100 per person and $200/night for non-hunters. Dates can be set for any Thursday – Sunday dates in Nov. except Nov. 29th - Dec. 3, 09

 
Goose Hog (www.goosehogoutdoors.com) 
6 Spots – Spring Snow Goose Spectacular

This Northeastern South Dakota spring snow goose hunt is performed over large decoy spreads typically consisting of 1,200 or more.  They also use several flyers and rotary machines.  Each hunter will have there own Final Approach layout blind that allows comfort and warmth while staying concealed and mobile.  Lodging will be in a local lodge, near Aberdeen, SD, with meals on your own.  Each morning, the guides will come to the lodge early and have you follow them to the spread.  This particular hunt will be two full and one half days of hunting.  The dates are set for March 26-28th, 2009 – arrive the evening of the 25th, overnight, hunt the 26th & 27th and depart the 28th after the morning hunt.   The cost for this spectacular trip is only $700.  Licenses, stamps and 5% sales tax are not included in the trip price.
Hunt Ohio Whitetails for FREE
If you didn’t pay close attention to the flier that went out yesterday for a special on whitetail deer hunts in Ohio with Tri State Bird n Buck, you need to.  If you sell two of the remaining spots, you will be hunting for free on the same hunt.  So, what are you waiting for – here is a chance to hunt Ohio whitetails for free.  Also, in case you are unaware, Tri State B&B is owned and operated by Outdoor Connection franchise owner Doug Canter.

SHOT 2010
In a few short months the SHOT Show will be rolling around.  Dates for next year’s show are Jan 19-22, 2010 and the location is Las Vegas.  Many of you have joined us before at this show as it truly is the industry leader for the shooting, hunting and outdoor world.  Annual attendance is between 45,000 and 55,000.  We have a double booth every year on a corner as we have been at this show longer than any other outfitter.  We offer our franchise owners a chance to come and work this booth with us and to have full access to the booth and not to mention the whole floor.  Scott Wallin (NM) has already reserved one spot.  If you want more information on this show, check out their web site at www.shotshow.org.  Currently we have two rooms held OC franchise owners can share.  Room rate is $150 per night.  You are welcome to share a room or take one to yourself.  The cost to work the show is $500.  So, with your flight to Vegas, show cost and four night’s hotel you will have around $1,000 plus your meals in the trip.  This is literally first come first serve so don’t hesitate; make this part of your marketing plan for 2010.  Let me know ASAP if you are interested.

Booth for Sale
Ted Hickman (CA) has notified us that he has an OC trade show booth for sale.  His booth is identical to the corporate booth many of you have seen here at our office or out at trade shows that we attend.  It is the style that rolls up into one rolling case.  We order these for franchise owners all the time and the cost is right around $3,000 including shipping.  Ted is asking $2,000 for his (little over a year old) and will listen to any reasonable offers as well.  Contact Ted directly or let Tracey know if you are interested in the booth or have questions about it.
Taxidermy Alliance

Outdoor Connection is pleased to announce an alliance with The Wildlife Gallery (www.thewildlifegallery.com) to meet our client’s taxidermy needs and to create a new revenue source for each of our franchise owners.  Be sure to see the e-mail release following this edition of NOTES.
Reports and Openings
Quick report from Tony at Habitat Flats:

The fall is finally upon us here at Habitat Flats!  The early teal season opened up this past Saturday with a bang, 12 hunters and 12 limits in under an hour.  The hunting has been good every day since then as well.  With the duck numbers being up and all of our food looking as good as it does, it's going to be a fall to remember.  If you have any groups still looking for a waterfowl hunt for this fall, please keep us in mind.  I hope all is well.   Thank you.

To view more pictures, please check out our Blog page... http://habitatflats.com/blog/

Tony Vandemore 

Habitat Flats 

www.habitatflats.com   

"Experience the Ultimate Sportsman's Destination"

------------
Message from Lucas Adams, owner/operator of Gateway North:
Hello fellow sportsmen, 

    We are winding down with our open water fishing season and would like to thank everyone who has visited us this season for their Canadian fishing and/or hunting trip. The year was packed full of cool, wet, weather for most of the summer. Just recently we have been seeing more sun than rain, but still cooler temps than normal. Everyone still experienced some great fishing, but the fish were not always in the usual haunts and required trying different areas and techniques. We are done with of our bear hunts and the hunters enjoyed a 100% shot opportunity and most hunters enjoyed seeing multiple bears during their hunt. The hunters who did not see multiple bears took the first bear that appeared and their hunt was over.  The cooler weather made it more comfortable for the hunters sitting while out on stand and was a big plus in keeping the bugs to minimum. 

 We have some new information for everyone about our operation. We have just recently purchased a new fly in outpost cabin on Sakwite Lake. It offers excellent walleye, smallmouth, northern, and lake trout fishing. It is the only cabin on the lake and has a large rapids flowing in and out of the lake.  Many of you may remember this lake from a few years back when L&M Fly In (my parents) owned and operated the lake. We are very pleased to get this excellent fishing lake back and be able to offer everyone excellent walleye fishing with a short drive over the border and nice 30 minute floatplane ride. The cabin is set up very comfortably and is equipped with solar lighting, hot & cold running water, shower, propane refrigerator, propane chest freezer, propane range, large 3 burner propane BBQ, and fish cooker. There is also a large screened in gazebo on the point overlooking the lake. We are planning on switching the cabin over to a generator like Dogfly, Grant, & Pipestone Lakes, but that will most likely be for the 2011 season. We will be offering special introductory pricing to all groups booking a trip to Sakwite Lake for the 2010 season, some restrictions may apply (inquire for details). If you would like to discuss a trip to Sakwite, Dogfly, Grant, Pipestone, or Off Lake for the 2010 season, give us a call or email us and we would be happy to discuss it with you and answer any questions you may have. Those who already have a trip booked to Dogfly or Grant, we will extend this offer to you for the 2011 season to Sakwite Lake.

 Once again, we would like to thank all those who visited us for your business and look forward to seeing everyone again this upcoming 2010 season. We are also looking forward to seeing those of you who have been keeping in contact with us and have been asking for a quality fly in walleye lake without the drive. We have just added Sakwite Lake to our website. You can view a lake map and photos of the cabin there and if you have any questions don't hesitate to contact us. We are working on adding it to our brochure in near future, so let us know if you would like to have the new brochure mailed to you and we will send it off as soon as it is done. We wanted to let everyone know about this great new fishing opportunity before we head out to the shows.    

Thank you,

Lucas & Nicole Adams

Gateway North Outfitters

www.gatewaynorthoutfitters.net

807-482-1388

218-324-2672 cell

Canadian Hunting & Fishing Trips in NW Ontario
Hope all is well with everyone and that you are preparing for a great weekend to be outdoors, after all, tomorrow is National Hunting and Fishing Day.   Some great reports are starting to funnel in from our caribou hunters.  Make sure you are following up with all of your clients after their trips to get pictures and reports.  Have a great weekend.
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades

